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I. 1. Number of ~~Dlic~tions e~yected to be filed with the
European Fatent Office

On the assumption that the EPO will co~ence its
activity in 1975 for all a~eas of technology, and recalling
that it will still be possible to obtain national patents
by means of the.n2.tional procedures, ';lorkiL.gParty I
estimates, on the basis of the "three States theory", which
leads to a conserv~tive ev~luation, that

40,000 anplications

may be eJ..rpectedin that year. 'J:he\forking Party considers
that this would be a minimum figure.

2. Number of eX2Einers required to process these ap~lications

A. (a) On the assumption that a request for eXa.J.ine.tion
Bay be made within a period of 7 years from the
filing of the application, Working Party I estimates
that, out of 100 applic2tions:

52 will give rise to a request for examination and
10 will Give rise to opposition proceedings.

(b) On the assumption that the period referred to under (a)
is 2 years, out of 100 applications:

72 would give rise to a request for examination and
14 would Give rise to oP?osition proceedinss.
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B. On the b~sis of the working times required for each
of the various oper2tions in the procedure for grant,
the number of examiners would be as follows:

for case A (a)
for case A (b)

390 examiners
534 exa.:w.iners

These two figures have been obtained by increasing
the figures Given in J~nex 2, page 3, as amended,
by 7 % as a safety measure.

II. Total number and ~r2ding of Euro~ean Patent Office staff

1. On the assumption of deferred exanin~tion with a 7-year
request period, the total staff of the EPO would be
1,320 persons, distributed as in .&D..nex3, i.e.:

562 employees in Class A

142 em:ployees in Class B

475 employees in Class C
141 employees in C18.ss D

(

2. ~orking Party IV is to calculate the total number and
grading of EPO -st2..fffor the case of deferred eJramine.tion
with a.2-year request :;'ieriod,ta."tinginto account the ! (

contents of :~..nex3, and on the basis of an ad~itional
144 examiners.
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III. Publication e}~enses of the Eurouean Patent Office

.;.:orkingParty IV should aSSULle that:

1. T~e cost of printing patent specifications will be
completely covered by the publication fees and by the
sale of the said specifications.

2. The cost of publishing the Official Journal and the
European Patent Bulletin will be completely covered
by the proceeds of the sale of the said publications.
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